How do | fish for smallmouth
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Picture fromRapidanfloat-and-wade trip



Rivers that | fish frequently:
Aotomacnontidal(wade)
ARappahannoclnontidal(wade)
ARapidan(mostly floatandwade)
AShenandoah, North Fork (wade)

Other rivers | fished
AShenandoah, S. Fofkoat-andwade upstrearhuray, VA)
Alamesnontidal(wade, VA)
ANorth Fork of the HolstonSaltsvilleVA, wade)
Aaury (Glasgow VA, floaandwade
MDelaware CallicoonNY, wade)
ALittle Tennessee (NC, wade)
MDeep River (Ontario, boat)

Bucket list
Aames (floaandwade)
MANew River (float floatandwade?)
ANorthern Minnesota



Selecting the river

| select my destination the day/night before. | look for:
ACurrent flow and expected water levels (water levels upstream, USGS)

ANater temperature: current, recent changes and trend (primarily early Spr
and Late Fall, USGS)

ARain forecast
AExpected/actual minimum temperature overnight
ACloud cover forecast

ANind forecast

A recheck in the morning before leaving



For river flows search fddSGSstreamflow conditions VA to
find the list of measuring stations by river. Click on the desired or
and you will get the available data. Below, Rapp. data for flow.

Summary of all available data for this site
stantaneous-data availability statement

Discharge, cubic feet per second
Most recent instantaneous value: 774 03-17-2017 17:00 EDT
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Hedian daily statistic (189 years) ¥ Heasured discharge
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Create presentation-quality / stand-alone graph. Subscribe to @ WaterAlert

EdShare this graph | MEIEE

Daily discharge, cubic feet per second -- statistics for Mar 17
based on 109 years of record . more
Most Recent | 25th 75th
Min |Instantaneous|percen- percen-| Max
(1931)|| value Mar 17 tile |Median|Mean| tile |(2007)

| 328 | 774 | 1220 || 1860 [2590] 3100 | 15600 |




Basic equipment

Wading staffs | use bamboo cane or hockey stick, with rubber cup.

Tackle | use
ARod: 6904, almost any #6 will do

AReel any will do, only needed to store the line unless you use a thin tippet.

Aine: WF6-F; | prefer redfish type lines (a touch heavier, short head, shooti
style); better distance and easier casting, but noisier when landing.

Aeaderr -946, homemade, s uunikeotsfollovirmgo p
approxi mattorye. Leftyos

0906 = 4. 5--f25ftoff20#3-0 #.0 ft of 12#

0116 = 7. 6- B8.0ftad20# -3-0 20 ft of 12#
Anhy/when a longer leader?

Anhy 12#test tippet? Pros and cons

AStripping finger, snap



Fly | use more frequently,surface
Gurgler in #4 or #2 hook, black flat waxed nylon, black yarn,
black, brown or orange foam, black legs




Flies | use more often, ndersurface

#4 -2 minnow, pearl cactus chenille body; white tail; and tan,
gray, green or light olive wing).




Flies | use more oftenmedium depth
Light or medium weigh€louser same colors and materials.
| alsouse the preceding minnows weighting the shank with wire.




Flies | use deefrarely)
wooly buggers, crayfish patternsgulpin patterns



