
How do I fish for smallmouth

Picture from Rapidanfloat-and-wade trip



Rivers that I fish frequently:

ÅPotomac, nontidal(wade)

ÅRappahannock, nontidal(wade)

ÅRapidan(mostly float-and-wade)

ÅShenandoah, North Fork (wade)

Other rivers I fished

ÅShenandoah, S. Fork (float-and-wade upstream Luray, VA)

ÅJames, nontidal(wade, VA)

ÅNorth Fork of the Holston (SaltsvilleVA, wade)

ÅMaury (Glasgow VA, float-and-wade)

ÅDelaware (CallicoonNY, wade)

ÅLittle Tennessee (NC, wade)

ÅDeep River (Ontario, boat)

Bucket list

ÅJames (float-and-wade)

ÅNew River (float, float-and-wade?)

ÅNorthern Minnesota



Selecting the river

I select my destination the day/night before. I look for:

ÅCurrent flow and expected water levels (water levels upstream, USGS)

ÅWater temperature: current, recent changes and trend (primarily early Spring 

and Late Fall, USGS)

ÅRain forecast

ÅExpected/actual minimum temperature overnight

ÅCloud cover forecast

ÅWind forecast

ÅI recheck in the morning before leaving



For river flows search for USGS streamflow conditions VA to 

find the list of measuring stations by river. Click on the desired one 

and you will get the available data. Below, Rapp. data for flow.



Wading staffs I use: bamboo cane or hockey stick, with rubber cup.

Tackle I use

ÅRod: 690-4, almost any #6 will do

ÅReel: any will do, only needed to store the line unless you use a thin tippet.

ÅLine: WF6-F; I prefer redfish type lines (a touch heavier, short head, shooting 

style); better distance and easier casting, but noisier when landing.

ÅLeader: 9ô -11ô, homemade, surgeon loop and double uni knots, following 

approximately Leftyôs 50% rule.

o 9ô = 4.5 ft of 30#   ---- 2.5 ft of 20#   ---- 2.0 ft of 12#

o11ô = 7.0 ft of 30#   ---- 3.0 ft of 20#   ---- 2.0 ft of 12#

ÅWhy/when a longer leader?

ÅWhy 12#-test tippet? Pros and cons

ÅStripping finger, snap

Basic equipment



Fly I use more frequently,surface
Gurgler in #4 or #2 hook, black flat waxed nylon, black yarn,

black, brown or orange foam, black legs.



Flies I use more often, undersurface

#4 -2 minnow, pearl cactus chenille body; white tail; and tan,

gray, green or light olive wing). 



Flies I use more often,medium depth
Light or medium weight Clouser, same colors and materials. 

I alsouse the preceding minnows weighting the shank with wire.



Flies I use deep(rarely)
wooly buggers, crayfish patterns,  sculpinpatterns


