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Blue-line Wanderings

Hooked on Challenges/Slams
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For me Blue Lines are:

Fly fishing Public Land, small, sometimes 
remote headwater streams for native fish 
within their historical/native watersheds.

What I use:

Rods, in order of most to least frequently 
used: 6’6” 2wt, 7’ 6” 3wt, and 9’ 4wt.

Mostly fish with SA 6’ leader & 18”- 24” of 
RIO Creek Fly Line outside the tip top.
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Sometimes a day Blue 
Lining is:

Eating lunch, sitting on a rock, in a beautiful 
place.



Challenges/Slams
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Where are they?



EASTERN STATES

• Virginia – 3 trout species (GIS)

• West Virginia – 6 different fishing slams (GIS)

• Georgia – 3 trout species (GIS)

• New Jersey – 3 trout species (GIS)

• Could be more
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https://dgif-virginia.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=441ed456c8664166bb735b1db6024e48
https://gadnrwrd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=af50967627004b178ccd7264124fe5fd
https://njdep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=70ed349c1114411eaecf841bdfbea707


Western States
Tenkara Rod YouTube WNTC Fishing 
Videos (HERE)

• Western Native Trout Challenge –21 Species across 
12 Western States (GIS)

State Specific

• Arizona – Trout Challenge (2 different challenges)

• California – Heritage Trout Challenge (6 Species)

• New Mexico – Trout Challenge (5 Species)

• Nevada – Native Fish Slam (6 Species)

• Oregon - Basalt to Breakers (8 ecoregion Species)

• Utah – Cutthroat Slam (4 Species)

• Wyoming – Cutthroat Slam (4 Species)

• Could be more
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https://www.youtube.com/tenkararodco?..
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/32869c5ae73845128efcd4859cbcd1b8


How I Got Involved

9

• In 2019 signed on for a September 2020 Missouri Float 
Trip

• Planned to drive out month early to tent camp and Fish 
Yellowstone

• Became aware of WNTC & Wyoming Cutt-Slam while 
researching  Yellowstone fishing. I noted three of 
Wyoming’s Cutt-Slam species overlapped the WNTC

• March 17, 2020 put the world on pause.

• August 2020 clearance to move (within limits) about the 
country, but had to self-isolate.

• What better way to self-isolate than live out of a tent in 
National Forest while fishing 

• Wyoming Cutt-Slam was my entry into the WNTC



WNTC Levels
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Expert Caster – 6 species ≥ 4 States

Advanced Caster – 12 species ≥ 8 States

Master Caster – 18 ≥ species = 12 States
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Which State – Which Species?



Figuring out Where to Go
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Digital Research
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Where are the Fish?
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Others NOT so much

Some State’s GIS are Specific
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Oregon WNTC GIS Page
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Wyoming WNTC GIS



What Tools Do I Use?
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Digital research tools are constantly evolving. At 
some point they present the same or similar 
information. So some of them get dropped. Others 
come to market and get picked-up. 

❑My current digital research tools:

o WNTC/State Fish and Game Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS), 

o State Stocking Records

o CALTOPO ,

o BASEMAP , 

o GAIA GPS , and 

o TroutRoutes , 

o Google Earth .

o Garmin inReach 
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CALTOPO
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BASEMAP
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GAIA GPS
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TroutRoute Filters
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Where are the Fly Shops?
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Gages and Access Points



What Can We Learn Digitally?
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Satellite: Overhead Views (3D & 2D)

• Thermal Refuge (Tree Cover)

• Productive Water

• Sharp River Bends

• Tributaries

• Flat Slow Runs

• Pools

• Whitewater

• Dam’s & Diversions

• Public Land

• Park & Hike

• Access Point & Hike 



We Can Learn More
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Topographic Maps

• Sun Exposure

• Cool Days – Sunny Side First

• Warm Days – Shady Side First

• Stream Gradient

• Gradual

• Flat Water, Longer Slower Runs & Riffles

• Rapid

• Faster Shorter Runs & Riffles, Pocket Water 

• Short Drifts & Tight Holding Spots

• High Water Options

• Tributary Density

• How Far Up the Watershed Will You Go?



Wyoming Cutt – Slam
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18 Sept. 2020 – 17 Sept. 2021

Status – Complete 
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Yellowstone Cutt –
Yellowstone River 
Basin

Well defended by Willows of various 
heights.

Very dense. No way to see who/what else 
may be in there.

Often only way through was to follow Game 
trails to water.

Sound is your only warning. 

A 1500-1800 lb. Moose can pass through 
willows with incredible stealth.
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Colorado River Cutt 
– Colorado River 
Basin

Stopped in Pinedale to get supplies & 
visited the Two Rivers Fishing Company.

Two Rivers recommended I change my 
plans and try North Cottonwood Creek for 
my Colorado River Cutt. 
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Shake River Cutt –
Columbia River Basin

AKA – Snake River Fine Spotted Cutthroat
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Bonneville Cutt –
Great Basin

Western Side Salt River Pass



Wyoming Cutt-Slam
Recognition of Accomplishment
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Western Native Trout Challenge
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18 September 2020 – 2023/24/25/2?



33ADD A FOOTER

My Beautiful 2020 Plan

Expert Level = Green

Advance Level = Green & Salmon

Master Level = Green & Salmon & Blue



Expert Caster
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Status – Complete
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Montana – Fairy Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat
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Montana – Shurshot 
Lake

Westslope Cutthroat
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New Mexico – Creek 
in Western Gila 
National Forest

The Gila Trout is one of the rarest trout 
species in the United States.

Currently, five remnant lineages exist (Main 
Diamond, South Diamond, Whiskey Creek, 
Iron Creek, and Spruce Creek) and there 
are pure populations of Gila Trout in 21 
streams in New Mexico and four streams in 
Arizona, due to ongoing restoration efforts. 
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Oregon – Rogue River 
Tributary

Coastal Cutthroat – Oncorhynchus clarkii 
clarkii – are one of the four major 
subspecies of Cutthroat Trout (CT) in North 
America (Behnke 1992, Williams et al. 
2018) and occupy coastal streams in  
California, Oregon, Washington, British 
Columbia, and Alaska. They have a complex 
life history in which they depend on 
freshwater streams and rivers for spawning 
and rearing. Yet they are the only cutthroat 
that migrate to marine environments for 
feeding forays, dispersal, or to seek refuge. 
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Wyoming – Colorado 
River Basin

Colorado River Cutthroat
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Wyoming – Great 
Basin

Bonneville Cutthroat
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Recognition of Accomplishment

WNTC – Expert Caster



Advance Caster Plan
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12 Species ≥ 8 States

Status – In Progress
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Arizona – Apache-
Sitgreaves National 
Forests
Apache Trout
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Idaho – Boise National 
Forest

Redband Trout

A Rainbow Trout Subspecies -
Oncorhynchus mykiss gairdnerii

They occur in distinct regions in Pacific 
basin tributaries and endorheic basins in 
the western United States. The Columbia 
River Redband Trout is found in Montana, 
Washington, and Idaho, and the Great 
Basin Redband Trout is  found in 
southeastern Oregon and parts of 
California and Nevada.
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Washington –
Okanogan-Wenatchee 
National Forest 

Westslope Cutthroat



The Journey Continues
Daniel Lazenby

Blue Line Wanderer
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