
Fishing GSMNP - NC



Bryson City, NC

¸ DH water on Tuskaseegee runs through town up to 34,500 trout 
per mile of rainbow, brown, brook trout

¸ Wild trout streams in GSMNP within 15 minutes of downtown

¸ 40-45 minutes from Natahala DH water

¸ 15 minutes from Cherokee trophy trout waters (requires tribal 
permit)

¸ Two fly shops in town, w/ guide service

¸ Great Smoky Mountains Railroad Retail Store & Train 

Museum

¸ Fly Fishing Museum of the Southern Appalachians



Bryson City, NC



Fly Fishing Museum of the Southern Appalachians



Gear Recommendations

¸ Rod: 8Ʌ6ɉ 4wt rod is a good fit for most water including delayed 
harvest

¸ Reel: any 4 wt reel

¸ Line: WF4F or double taper

¸ Leader: 9ft 5x (w/ 6x dropper)

¸ Flies: Elk hair caddis, royal wulff, parachutes, etc. in size 12 -14

¸ Nymphs: HareɅs ear, pheasant tail, etc. in sizes 14-16

¸ Tenkara rod setup with euro nymph leader and two nymphs, 
could be a good compliment



Confidence Flies



GSMNP



Bradley Fork Trail

¸ Difficulty: Easy to moderate (first 4 miles are easy)

¸ Terrain: Wide, flat gravel path along the river (mostly)

¸ Highlights: Beautiful river cascades, wildflowers, and access to 
backcountry camping

¸ Access: Behind the Smokemont Campground parking area.

¸ Usage: Frequently used by both hikers and horseback riders, 95% 
not fishing

¸ Water: casting room, 1 mi of plunge pools in one section

¸ Trout: Rainbow, Brown (lower), Brook Trout (higher)



Bradley Fork Campground



Backcountry Campsites



Headwaters Brookie



Deep Creek Trail

¸ Difficulty: Easy to moderate.

¸ Terrain: Primarily wide, gravelly, and old logging roads, making it 
suitable for families.

¸ Waterfall Loop: A popular 2.4 -mile loop connecting the three main 
falls, often cited as easy to moderate

¸ Access: Deep Creek parking area.

¸ Usage: Frequently used by horseback riders, hikers, heavy traffic.  
Easy access from bryson city.

¸ Water: varied, some long flat sections, some plunge pools

¸ Trout: Brown (lower), Brook Trout (higher)?



Deep Creek Trail


