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4 Hours to Basset

+ 20 minutes to FSSP

SMITH RIVER TRIP

Bassett / Fairy Stone State Park

4 Hour + Drive from FXBG
Camped at Fairy Stone State Park
DIY wade fishing (no guides)

5 Falmouth Flats anglers
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SMITH RIVER

e ~45 miles long (39 milesinVA)
*  From Philpot Dam to Dan River (N.C.)
* Consistent cold water from dam

e Ourfocus area was near Bassett
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* Fromroad-side pull-outs to
large parking areas with E J
shelters & port-a-johns q

Bassett River Access e 5
(Dino Lot)
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1 * Sites We Fished

* Other Named Sites




Outfitter Maps Available On-Line

= FiShiI‘Ig Access Philpott Bridge to Bassett

Cement steps

+

Riverbrook rd

Lemmons Hole

Ricks Plact

The Grassy Area
+

Philpott Dam Franklin County:  36.78075, -80.02631
Philpott Dam Henry County: 36.78114, -80.02592
Ricks Place: 36.785854, -80.014447
36.791201, -80.027671
36.790170, -80.003672

Lemmon's Hole:

Bassett Mirror Factory:

Lauren Mountain Preserve: 36.770598, -80.005165
Bassett River Access: 36.76992, -80.00147

Rosemont Road parking: 36.770185, -79.993404
Bassett Mistoric Center: 36.763461, -79.995341

erep BY weebly

Bassett Mirror Factory- Grassy Ig_t parking
+for old special regs section access

A b

Philpott road bridge s

+-Fish camp rapids

Lauren Mountain Preserve
Wells Hollow rd

+ + +Rosemont Road
Bassett River Access

The “Loop”
+

Bassett Historic Center

*Do NOT walk down RR tracks. It is ok to g0 straight across
to access river, just don’t walk along the tracks

The River can be accessed anywhere you can find
a pull off to park along Riverbrook Road. Start at
at the Grassy area, inside the USACE gate. Walk
up or downstream here. Popular area for bait and
bank fishermen.

At Ricks Place walk downstream of rapids, its too
deep upstream.

At the cement steps you can go upstream or
down.

The mirror factory is the old “special Regulations
Section”. Park off Philpott road in the grassy field.
Walk behind fence, then behind building,
through parking lot and field to river.

Fish downstream of Towne creek mouth all the
way.to Fish camp rapids if you have all day.
Lauren Mountain Preserve Wells Hollow Road.
Trail along west side of river.

R t road. go almost to end of Rc t,
turn left on small dirt drive- park in small cleare
area at railroad tracks. Walk across tracks to
access river, walk upstream or down. Upstream
has more riffles and it very pretty while

_ downstream is deep and slower water

The “Loop” Start at Bassett Access,

fish downstream around loop.

Bassett Historic Center. Park at Blue Ridge
Regional library. Walk across road to river
SRO - park behind shop. Access river just
downstream of bridge via SRO river access.

Cement steps
+

Riverbrook rd

Lemmons Hole

\

\
The Grassy Area Philpott road bridge

Lauren Mountain Preserve
Wells Hollow rd

Fishing from Shore

Bassett River Access

+

storic Center

Philpott Dam Franklin County:  36.78075, -80.02631

36.78114, -80.02592 Bassett

Philpott Dam Henry County:

Ricks Place: 36.785854, -80.014447

Lemmon's Hole: 36.791201, -80.027671

Bassett Mirror Factory: 36.790170, -80.003672 2 +
Lauren Mountain Preserve: 36.770598, -80.005165

Bassett River Access: 36.76992, -80.00147

Rosemont Road parking: 36.770185, -79.993404

Bassett Historic Center: 36.763461, -79.995341

i)

= Shoreline Fishing Access Philpott Bridge to Bassett [gags.:

The River can be accessed anywhere you can find
a pull off to park along Riverbrook Road.

Below the dam on the Franklin county side you
can fish from the shore, right at the base of the
dam. A little further downstream is the “Grassy
Area” is an open area, easy to access the river.

Lauren Mountain Preserve - Wells Hollow Road.
Trail along west side of river.

The “Loop” Start at Bassett Access,
fish downstream around loop.

SRO - park behind shop. Access river just
downstream of bridge via SRO river access.

Stanleytown

The Great Road Access
36.727214, -79.948166

Off Map




SMITH RIVER FISH

Didn’t see any

Smallmouth Largemouth Warm-water River fish

* Some sites state brook & tiger trout as well



Wider & Deeper
Near Dam

- free stone, sandy, silty
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SMITH RIVER
Near Bassett




-50s

gh-40s to mi

d banks
Some submerged branches / logs

N -
n
Q.
£
(]
i)
S
(]
]
2

Tree line

SMITH RIVER
Near Bassett




S M ITH R IVE R * Tailwater (dam controlled): Maintains constant cold water temps
Near Bassett * Bassett Guage: Depth 1.8-1.9 ft / Flow 185-210 cfs (easily waded) on our trip

* Dam not generating due to scheduled maintenance

- One morning of stronger current, reason unknown (prior rain, water dump?)
- Ifthere and you hear to pre-generation alarms, get out of the water




Fish & Flies

Almost all Browns (99%)
This Trip 6-9” with the occasional 10-12”

Predominantly on top (90%)



Fish & Flies

L #18 - 20 BWOs most productive pattern

Interesting because ...

Midges, Caddis, Sulphurs all hatching,
but trout largely ignhored

and Kevin had some success underneath

e Partridge & Green soft hackle

S

If you wanted to catch fish, don’t match the hatch, match what Joe’s throwing



L W
9FT 5X15.0es

Gear

5wtrod/reel

- but 4wt (or even 3 wt) would have been fine for our fish

9’ 5X leader / 5X tippet

- 6X tippet might have worked better

Standard waders and boots

- Non-leaking waders a bonus

- Slick, studs, or felt boots



R i Y
And don’t forget wet |

-
W
e =
Forecast : | Actual
Afternoon Shower Wednesday Rain off-and-on each day

Clear remainder of the week Steady rain every night



Fishing the Smith

We tended to fish together.

Rarely felt crowded due to the number of fish in the water



Fishing the Smith

Rolling mist throughout the day ... a unique fishing experience



Fishing the Smith

Not constant action, but pretty close

8-15 fish to hand + rodeos + missed strikes + refusals = good days



Fishing the Smith

Smaller fish ... We traded size for numbers by fishing the small water
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laken’by a spin fisherman at Grassy ~ 100 yards fromWwherewefished

(15 minut,es be‘_ re John got there) > » 3
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Camping at Fairy Stone State Park

Small (48 sites), well maintained campground

20 minute drive from Campground to Bassett (fishing)

$37 (+ tax & fees) per night per site / Up to two tents per site

RV and Tent Campsites Bath House
Water & electrical hook ups at all sites Flush toilets, hot showers, dish wash station

Pic-nic tables & fire rings at all sites No laundry facilities here



Camping at Fairy Stone State Park

Cot tent with rain cover Standard tent on raised Mess Tent (screen room)
on hard top pull-in crushed gravel pad over pic-nic table

We had three sites

Site 12 -2 x sleeping tents Site 15 - sleeping tent & mess tent Site 46 — 2 x sleeping tents



A Comment about the Mess Tent (screen room)

Absolutely Indispensable

A dry place to cook, eat, and get together morning and evenings



Smith River DIY Wade Trip - Anglers’ Review

00 Negatives

+ Drive up stream access - Size of Fish
+ Penty of fish - Driving Distance (4 + hours)
+ Top Water action - Limited amenities in Bassett

(1 restaurant, but it was good)

+ Economy trip
(campsites, camp meals)



Additional Anglers’ Comments

* Regardless of forecast, bring wet weather gear.

* Screen Room: Bring it! Allocate campsite space.

* Reserve campsites early to get all sites together



Additional Anglers’ Comments

 DIY float (kayak) with self-shuttle is a possibility.

- Rated as Class I-ll rapids

- 6.4 miles from Dam launch to Bassett take-out

- May have to wade some stretches in low water

* If noise sensitive, brings ear plugs for campground (insects, frogs, rain).
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