
FISHING ALASKA



άLΩƳ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƭŀǎƪŀ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ  Φ Φ Φ ά

άLΩƳ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΣ ²ȅƻƳƛƴƎΣ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΣ LŘŀƘƻΣ ¦ǘŀƘΣ bŜǾŀŘŀΣ 
ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ hǊŜƎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ ά

Is like saying -



Denali National Park

Kenai 
Peninsula

Talkeetna
Anchorage

Coopers Landing

Specifically

Matanuska-Susitna (Mat-Su) Valley 

and the Kenai Peninsula



Originally Planned for only a day-and-half guided wade 

fishing in the Mat-Su Valley (Talkeetna)

DISCLAIMER:  

NOT A FISHING TRIP. 

A VACATION WITH SOME FISHING.



+  A one day float in the Kenai (Kenai River)  

+  5ŀƛƭȅ άƘƻǇ-ƛƴǎέ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ Ŏŀōƛƴ ƛƴ ¢ŀƭƪŜŜǘƴŀ όaƻƴǘŀƴŀ /ǊŜŜƪύ

+  An evening grayling trip south of Denali NP  (Fish Creek)

+  A Denali back-country hike to check on a clear water stream

+  Another grayling stop (Fish Creek)

BUT THEN  . . . 



Denali National Park

Kenai Peninsula

Talkeetna

Anchorage

Coopers Landing

Grayling

Rainbow

Dolly Varden

Targeting . . .

Specifically did not want to fish for Salmon



General Comments

ÅGreat vacation, but generally modest fishing

Å Factors . . . 

- Summer not peak season (Spring / Fall better in Mat-Su, Kenai)

- Current Heat Wave (upper 80s, over 90) ςstronger run off, water higher, siltier

- Forest fires in the Kenai Peninsula 

-ά¦ƴƛǉǳŜ [ƻŎŀƭ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎέ

- - Talkeetna:  Czech nymphingwith chipmunk sized streamers 

- -YŜƴŀƛΥ  п ǇŜǊ ōƻŀǘΣ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǿŜƛƎƘǘΣ мнΩ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ

- Took a knife to a tank fight (5 wt with 4X / 3X grossly overmatched)



Grayling

Talkeetna (Montana, Goose, Troublesome Creeks)

Rainbow

65-85 degrees,  Partly Cloudy,   Water Clear with Moderate-Heavy Flow,   Bottom firm with river rock

Hot Patterns:  Dolly Lama

Size:  15-муέ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ нмҌέ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ

Reward Factors: 
Landscape
Fight & Landing (strong, acrobatic fish)
- - Epic Break-offs 

Guided:  21 & 22 June
Unguided:  21, 22, 23 June

Only one caught ςNot Really Grayling Water

Other comments:  

- Tough Conditions . . . Modest numbers netted

- Good guide (Mason Brewer) ςbut intent on finding / catching fish (some tough hikes) . . . refunded 33% of fees



Talkeetna (Montana Creek, Goose Creek, Troublesome Creek)


